Three things Jesus acquired. Florida. January 2004

‘I came forth from the Father, and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world, and go to the Father’, John 16.28.  Speak about several things which Jesus acquired during His visit to the world. My wife Linda and I tend to be terrible hoarders.  We acquire things and if we have no immediate use for them they usually end up in a cupboard or the loft.  I reckon I must be almost a professional acquirer. For example, I have at home a model of a human skull, a head polishing kit, a singing, speaking duck – hasten add, duck not real or made fortune – and a clock which goes backwards – numerals anti-clockwise and hands go round wrong way – tempted to bring.  All of these I have been given – with the exception of the skull.  Before you ask, saw one day in shop, it was cheap and I didn’t have one.  Most things people acquire, they can lose again. Men and women may acquire riches, position or fame – or exceptionally all three – but can lose them again.   But there are some things which folk acquire which they rarely lose. For example, a limp, an accent or the knowledge of another language. As we read, the Lord Jesus said, ‘I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father’, John 16.28.  There are three things which He acquired during His 33-year stay in the world, three things which He took back with Him to heaven and which He will never lose.

First, He acquired a nature.  Christmas has only just gone – when many celebrated that momentous event – 

· when He who was God became man 

· when the Son of God became the Son of man 

· when He exchanged His heavenly glory for the obscurity of Bethlehem  

· when He exchanged the worship of angels for the visit of shepherds 

· when He exchanged the royal robe of heaven for swaddling clothes 

· when He exchanged the throne of heaven for an animals' feeding trough

· when the firstborn of all creation became Mary’s firstborn

· when He who stood on level ground with God, came into the world and stood on level ground with us. 

The apostle Paul spoke of One who ‘being in the form of God’ didn’t regard the outward display of glory and majesty associated with dwelling on equality with God as some great treasure to be hoarded, prized - but robbed Himself of it and made Himself nothing. He turned His back on all the grandeur and splendour of high heaven and stepped from the heavenly realm/dimension ‘into the world’. Some time ago came across section of book cleverly titled, ‘What on earth was God doing?’  In awesome words of John, ‘The Word became flesh’, John 1.14.  Not that the Lord Jesus in any sense exchanged His nature as God for the nature of man. Rather He simply acquired a nature He didn’t have before, adding sinless human nature to His divine nature.  For in becoming what He had never been, He didn’t cease to be what He had ever been. Ever remaining God, He became a real man.  He experienced hunger, thirst, fatigue and pain. He slept, wept, bled and died. ‘Now you seek to kill me’, He said to the Jews, ‘a man who spoke the truth to you’, John 8.40. The very first Christian sermon began, ‘Men of Israel, hear these words, Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you’. 

And the Lord Jesus still has the nature He acquired. For He didn’t relinquish His human nature when He ascended back to heaven and the Father any more than He relinquished His nature as God when He came forth from the Father and came into the world.  Just before he was stoned to death some three years after our Lord’s ascension, Stephen reported that he saw the heavens opened and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God, Acts 7.55.  And the Lord Jesus is still a man today.  ‘There is one God, and one mediator between God and men; the man Christ Jesus’, 1 Tim.2.5.  For this reason, He is supremely qualified to be our great High Priest.  ‘We don’t have a High Priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but has been tempted in every way\respect like us, apart from sin’, Heb. 4.15. The One who has passed through the heavens to represent us in the presence of God is the very same One who first passed through experiences of sever testing, trial and temptation here on earth.  And as such, He retains His ability to understand us and to sympathise with us in our trials and temptations – ‘because He Himself has suffered being tempted, He is able to help (come running on a call for help, Acts 21.28) those who are being tempted’, Heb.2.18.

With His nature, He also acquired a name – to us the lovely name - of ‘Jesus’. Before He entered the world as a man, He was known, eg to the seraphim (burning spiritual intelligences) as the Lord of hosts (‘Holy’ x3). That title – as many others - had always been His, but Jesus was a new name He acquired.  Not that He was the first to carry the name ‘Jesus’ by a long way. We can trace it back at least to the successor of Moses, whose name was changed from Hoshe/ua (salvation) to Joshua/Jesus in Numbers 13.  It was the name of the last High Priest mentioned in the OT.  It was a common and popular name in NT days – we know of at least 13 other men of the time with the name ‘Jesus’. 

But He was called Jesus, not because of the past associations of the name or because of its present popularity, but because of its special significance for Him.  The angel Gabriel brought His name for Him from heaven.  Some time before His birth, Gabriel informed Joseph about Mary, ‘She shall bring forth a son, and you will call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins’. His name – meaning ‘the Lord is salvation’ or ‘the Lord our salvation’ – was His in unique sense.  He was known commonly as ‘Jesus’. The demons knew Him as such – eg unclean spirit in synagogue of Capernaum addressed Him, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? I know who you are - the holy One of God’ and the spirit known as legion in the country of Gerasenes, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God’.  Angels also knew Him by the name; to the women at the tomb, ‘Fear not, for I know that you seek Jesus, who was crucified’, Matt. 28.5. So too did men. Blind Bartimaeus cried out, ‘Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me’’ [strode ahead, follow amazed and afraid, foreboding, mercy, louder, stood]. Was name above His head on the cross – ‘Pilate wrote a title, and the writing was, Jesus of Nazareth the king of the Jews’.   

I said that the angel Gabriel brought His name for Him from heaven; and he did - but Jesus took it back Himself.  It is still His name today. When He met Saul of Tarsus, the risen Lord declared, ‘I am Jesus’, Acts 9.5 [light, voice, why persecute, who Lord]. At His ascension, angels spoke of His return, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as you saw him go into heaven’, Acts 1.11.  And for this reason the NT closes with the heart-felt prayer of the apostle John, ‘Even so, come, Lord Jesus’, Rev.22.20.

We noted that His name ‘the Lord is salvation’ was given to Him because He would come to save His people from their sins.  And so it was that, because of His name, He also acquired a nail-print.  He was crucified. ‘Pierced my hands’, Psalm 22.16. 1968 Ossuary tomb NE Jerusalem. Ossuary carried name JE-HO-HANAN, and contained bones of young man in 20s. Dated by scholars to first century. Distinguished by single 7-8 inch iron spike driven ankle bones. Been crucified – feet together.  ‘1 cross + 3 nails = 4-given’.  As the carpenter of Nazareth, Jesus must have known what it was many times to swing a mallet and drive nails hard into wood.  Perhaps, when doing so, He often thought of day when Roman soldiers would smash 7-8 inch nails into a splintered wooden beam – through His own quivering flesh. 

And He still has the marks He acquired at the cross. Both Luke and John record how, following His resurrection, He appeared to His disciples and ‘showed to them his hands’.  The disciples told Thomas – who absent at time, ‘We have seen the Lord. So he said to them, Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe. And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came and said, Peace to you! Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see My hands’. ‘Jesus showed them his hands’. David emerged from the valley of Elah, with the head of Philistine Goliath in his hands (Abner); the evidence both of his conflict and victory.  

And He has acquired the nail-print for ever.  Men gave Him – not only for His back a cross to bear and for His head thorns to wear, but for His hands nails to tear.  His wounds are ‘man-made’ – indeed, they will be the only thing in heaven made by men. ‘Not by works of righteousness we done, but according mercy’. Zech. 13 = That day cut off idols land of Israel, false prophets be executed by own parents, ashamed of message, say, ‘Am no prophet, am farmer, taught keep cattle from my youth’. Someone say, ‘What are these wounds in hands?’, answer, ‘Those with which wounded in house of friends’. Deny self-inflicted scars as Baal cut selves in frenzy after manner with knives, 1 Kings 18.28. Attempt evade question because know of punishment. Bible speaks of Lamb standing in midst of throne – as it had been slain – bearing evidence of death. If in heaven I ask the Lamb, ‘what are these wounds in your hands?’, He might well reply, ‘These are wounds I acquired during My 33-year visit to planet earth’. And if I should follow up with a ‘Yes, but why?’, He may well respond, ‘I acquired the nail-print for same reason I acquired a nature and a name – because I loved you’.

